
Before you go outside, have you got a notebook and pen ready? 
In it, note the date, time and where you are.

Last week we asked you to count the birds in your garden again, 
and watch out for recently fledged birds. Are some parents still 
feeding young nestlings? In the image on the left, can you see the 
dragonfly in the robin’s mouth? Watching what adults are feeding 
the baby birds can tell you much about the wildlife in your garden.

Seventeen different dragonflies live in Ireland, with another five 
who visit as vagrants. Aptly named, many hawk, skim or dart after 
other insects. There are two skimmers in Ireland. The image on the 
right is of a female black tailed skimmer, the males are blue. A 
citizen science project is underway to find out more about 
Ireland’s dragonflies and damselflies. Find out more about it here: 
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/monitoring-scheme-
initiatives/dragonfly-ireland-2019-2024/

July 16 – 22 July 23 – 29

Think back to when you were last out. What three things did you smell? 
Describe your experiences and capture these memories.

If you have sown seeds in your garden this year, keep an eye out for the 
umbrella-like flowers of carrot, parsnip and fennel. Many umbellifers 
like angelica and wild carrot are in flower now. Lots of insects feed on
the small flowers. Can you spot umbellifers in your garden? If you find 
any, count how many different types of insect visit it? The image on the
left is the spotted longhorn beetle. If you find it, log your record with 
National Biodiversity Data Centre https://records.biodiversityireland.ie

If you walk past a grassy patch, watch out for selfheal, the image on the 
right, which is in flower now. Many pollinators feed on this flower. Feel 
how hairy the leaves are! Find out more here 
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=237&
wildflower=Self-heal
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