
Before you go outside, have you got a notebook and pen ready? 
In it, note the date, time and where you are.

Last week we asked you to find a grassy area. Can you revisit it? 
What’s changed? In the image on the right, can you see delicate 
yellow flowering stalks? This is lady’s bedstraw. If you spot it in 
your grassland, can you smell it? Long ago, people used to bring it 
indoors, for bedding, to keep fleas away.

Five species of grasshopper live in Ireland. Walk by your grassland 
on a sunny day to spot grasshoppers jumping out of your way. 
Listen to the sound they make when they rub their hind leg against 
their wing. This is called a stridulation. Even if you don’t get close 
to one, when you hear it clearly, you can tell which grasshopper it 
is. A long churr, that starts off quietly, is made by the common 
green grasshopper, see the image on the left. Find out more here 
https://iwt.ie/species-of-the-week-common-green-grasshopper/

July 02 – 08 July 09 – 15

Think back to when you were last out. What three things did you 
hear? Describe your experiences and capture these memories.

We’ve asked you to count the birds in your garden, and watch how 
they behave. What have you noticed? Do you think there are more 
young birds in your garden lately? Perhaps nestlings have fledged, like 
the young wren on the left. This teeny wren flapped little wings and  
was opening its beak to call out to and beg food from its parent. 

During your walk on a sunny day, watch for butterflies. The image on 
the right above is a silver washed fritillary. Adults are fast flyers at this 
time of the year, but they have a beautiful courtship flight where the 
male loops around the female. It’s entrancing to watch. Dark green 
fritillaries look a bit similar.  For this species, watch out for the silvery 
wash, underside. Find out more about them here 
http://www.irishbutterflies.com/silverwashed_fritillary_butterfly_of_ireland.html. 
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