
Before you go outside, have you got a notebook and pen ready? 
In it, note the date, time and where you are.

Last week we asked you to find a grassy area. Can you revisit it? 
What’s changed? In the image on the right, a delicate nodding 
grass grows. This is quaking grass. If there’s clover in your 
grassland, can you smell it? See if you can spot a plant with yellow 
lipped flowers. This is yellow rattle. The seedheads rattle in the 
wind. Because it takes food from grasses, it’s a hemiparasite. This 
means grasses don’t grow so vigorously beside it, hence its name 
as meadow maker.

Several day-flying moths look red when they fly. They like flowery 
meadows. Two that you might see are pictured. Does it have 
spots? The top image is a six-spotted burnet moth, the bottom 
image is a transparent burnet moth. Find out more here 
http://www.mothsireland.com/species/169.htm

June 18 – 24 June 25 – July 01

Think back to when you were last out. What three things did you 
notice? Describe your experiences and capture these memories.

Watch how birds behave in your garden, when it’s hot. Look at the 
image on the left. This thrush was opening its beak to cool down. If it 
hasn’t rained for a while, in your garden, you could put water in a 
shallow container that birds can easily reach. In our garden, 
goldcrests, coaltits, and bullfinches often drink from water baths. 

On your walk, or in your garden, watch for more butterflies. The 
image on the right above is a ringlet. Adult ringlets fly at this time of 
the year. Find out more about them here 
http://www.butterflyireland.com/Ringlet.htm and here 
http://www.irishbutterflies.com/ringlet_butterfly_of_ireland.html
If you spot them, log your record with the National Biodiversity Data 
Centre https://records.biodiversityireland.ie
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