
How to make a beetle bump for your garden 
1. Select the best spot – ideally this should be as close to your vegetable or flower bed 
as possible, and not in complete shade. 

2. Mound soil until it is about 40cm high – the bump should have a diameter of at least 
1.2 meters, you can of course also build a traditional ‘bank’ along the length of your 
flower/ veggie bed or even garden, but make sure it is at least 60cm wide. Large stones 
and old plant debris that are present in the soil should be removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Rake the top layer of the soil and leave it for at least a week to allow it to settle and 
for weed seeds present in the upper soil layers to germinate. 

4. Remove any weeds that have grown and rake the top layer of the soil again to break 
it up. Be sure to stay within the top 5 cm of the soil when raking so that weed seeds 
deeper in the soil are not brought up to the surface.  

5. Sow a mixture of at least three native perennial tussock and mat forming grasses 
such as cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerate) or timothy (Phleum pretense) and red fescue 
(Festuca rubra), at a seeding rate of 2-5g/m2.* Mulch e.g. with ground wood chips 
(these will offer habitat even before the grasses are grown) or lightly cover with soil. 

6. To maintain the beetle bump, ensure it gets enough water until the grasses are 
established and keep it free of weeds – best without herbicides but rather pulling them 
by hand or using a hoe. Cut a 2-3 times in the first summer when grasses have reached 
about 10cm to encourage growth and reduce weeds but leave them to grow after this. 
Once fully established, the beetle bump requires very little maintenance! 
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* You can buy pre-mixed beetle bank seed mixes or make your own mix. For example, Fruit Hill 
Farm supplies organic seeds suitable grass species: 
https://www.fruithillfarm.com/seeds-and-propagation/green-manures-and-forage-crops/grass-and-meadow-mixes.html 

As you only need very small amounts of seeds to make your own beetle bump, you might also 
consider harvesting the grass seeds yourself this summer and sowing them in the next spring: 
The grass seedheads turn brownish and yellowish when they get close to harvesting which is 
about 20 to 30 days after they flower (for timing see below). Once ripe, cut the stems at least 5 
cm below the seedhead (the pictures show you what to keep) and carefully place them into a 
paper bag – this is best done after a dry spell. Loose seeds will fall into the bottom of the bag 
and the ones staying in the seedhead will continue to dry until they fall out. Store the bag in a 
cool dry spot and shake vigorously after 6-8 weeks to release all seeds from the seedhead. 
Pour into a container and remove all plant material. They can then be stored in an airtight box 
and sown in spring. It is important to keep the seeds dry at all times or they will start to mold. 
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Timothy, flowers between July and August 
http://www.irishwildflowers.ie/pages-grasses/g-56.html 
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Red fescue, flowers between May and July 
http://www.irishwildflowers.ie/pages-grasses/g-25.html 

Cocksfoot, flowers between May and September 
http://www.irishwildflowers.ie/pages-grasses/g-2.html 
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