
 
 
SCOIL NA MARA | EPISODE 2 | ADDITIONAL EXERCISES 
 
If you want to divide this video to be viewed by learners over several days, the suggested 
segments are: 
 
# 1: Algae chapter - start to 5m 40s 
# 2: Sea anemone chapter - 5m 40s to 9m 45s 
# 3: Kelp chapter - 9m 45s to end 
 
Main activity mentioned in video: 
 
Write a Thank-you letter to the ocean! 
 

- Encourage inclusion of the facts and words learnt and noted whilst watching 
Episodes 1 and 2.  Reinforce the importance of the ocean for providing oxygen, 
supporting biodiversity, its role in climate change.  

- Prompt learners to think of other significant ocean contributions that support us and 
life on earth e.g. influence on climate and weather, water, food provision, jobs, 
transport, etc. 

- Encourage reference to learners’ personal experiences of the ocean - include 
reference to some of the activities enjoyed when at the seaside e.g. thank you ocean 
for … ‘giving me waves so that I can go body-boarding’ /  ‘the dolphins that I saw 
last year’ / ‘the crabs that I watch on the pier’. 

- Invite learners to tell the ocean how they feel about not being able to go to the sea 
during lockdown. And how they feel about going to the beach or seaside again soon. 

- The letter can be adapted to be designed as a postcard, with an ocean image. 
- For younger students the exercise can be abridged to be a list of things they want to 

thank the ocean for.  
- Invite learners to contact a grandparent or older relative to ask them to write their 

own Thank-you letter to the ocean! Did they include different things in their letter?   
- Draw a picture to go with the letter. 

 
It would be great to get some examples of children’s work by emailing the story or a photo 
of this story exercise to scoilnamara@gmail.com (before 29 May 2020 for this exercise). 
 

mailto:scoilnamara@gmail.com


 
 
 
Suggested activities for this week after watching the video: 
 

- NUMBERS, COUNTING & MATHS 
Count the number of breaths you take in a minute. Calculate how many of those breaths of 
oxygen may have ‘come from’ the algae in the ocean. 
 
Older learners:  

- Calculate how many breaths per hour are provided by the ocean. How many per day? 
- Draw different graphic representations of the amount of oxygen the ocean provides - 

pie chart / bar graph. 
 

- MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE ART 
Decorate an old glass bottle using paints or by gluing decorations to the outside and put 
your Thank-you letter to the ocean in there for safe-keeping (don’t throw it in the sea!!!) 
 

- POETRY 
Write an diamante poem about the ocean: 
Line 1: the word ‘Ocean’  
Line 2: two words that describe the ocean 
Line 3: three words that describe ocean sounds 
Line 4: two words that describe the ocean 
Line 5: the word ‘Ocean’ 

 Ocean 
blue, beautiful 

splashing, crashing, roaring 
deep, wonderful 

Ocean 
Older learners: add additional lines e.g.  
Line 4: four ocean animal names 
Line 5: five ocean activities 
Line 6: four more ocean animal names 
Line 7: three more ocean sounds 
Line 8: two more ocean description words 
Line 9: ‘Ocean’ 



 
 
 
Crossword | Episode 2 | 5 - 6th classes 
  
Read the clues below to complete this crossword. Select five of the answer words and write 
your own clues for them! 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Crossword | Episode 2  | 3rd - 4th classes  
 
Read the clues below and complete this crossword 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Crossword | Episode 2  | 1st - 2nd classes  
 
Read the clues to complete this crossword. Use the word box at the bottom of the page to 
help you! 
 

 
 

kelp oxygen tentacles green holdfast predator        fronds 

 
 



 
 
Crossword answers: 
 
3rd - 4th / 5th 6th classes 
 

Across Down  
4.  predator 1.   climate change  
5. oxygen 2.   kelp 
7.  photosynthesis 3.   phytoplankton 
8.  holdfast 6.   fronds 
10. tentacles 9.   green  

  
 
1st - 2nd classes 
 

Across Down  
2.  predator 1.   green  
4. holdfast 3.   tentacles 
7.  kelp 5.   oxygen 

6.   fronds 

 


